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‘Ann Landers in Russia --an Exclusive Report

By ANN LANDERS
(This is the first of a series of 12 articles by the

author of America’s most popular human relations col-
wmn, which runs Sunday and Thursday in the Herald.)

MOSCOW--It would be presumptuous of me, after
only three weeks in Russia, to attempt to speak

authoritatively about this country.

I am anly less ig-

norant on the subject of Russia than before I went.
Reporting on Russia in a few thousand words is

like harvesting all the wheat in this tremendous coun-

try and then attempting to replant it on the head of

a pin,

The Soviet Union covers more than one-fifth of

the earth’s surface. It has

208 million subjects. You

would need 11 wrist watches to know what time it «is
in every part of the Soviet Union at this moment.

This is nof intended as

a scholarly study. I didn’t

go to Russia to evaluate the political situation or the

economic structure. I am
litical scientist,

lems.

neither economist nor po-

My work is humans—and their prob-

I went to Russia to talk to the people about their

problems and to learn what

In anticipation of the trip I studied Russian

they are doing about them.
with a

Berlitz tutor. If I had to depend solely on an inter-
preter I would get only carefully guarded statements
siphoned through a middle party who could in turn
add her own distortions,

The Russian language is dififcult, but the sounds
were not new to me. My parents came to America
from Russia in 1908. 1 heard the language and the
songs as a child. And heve is a bit of irony, My father
hocked his gold watch to get OUT of Russia, and I
worked 16 hours a day for weeks (getting ahead with
the Landers columns) so I could make the trip!

I was told by Dr. Leon Gendelvitch, director of a
mental hospital in Leningrad, that the Soviet Union has
less mental illness percentage-wise, than any country
in the world because ‘“the government solves all the
problems.”

He continued with the following to support his
case.

“No Russian need worry about a job. There is
free medical care, education and vacations, Housing
costs almost nothing, Taxes are very low. The system
relieves us of capitalistic anxieties,. We are a coun-
try of well-adjusted people.”

The American and German psychiatrists in whose
presence this statement was made, stared at the Rus
sian doctor in disbelief, Mental health specialists
know that most emotional problems are in no way re-
lated to economic pressures,

“Does this man think we are plumbers?” the Ger-
man doctor whispered to an American colleague. ‘I
cannot believe he accepts as truth this Communist
garbage.”

I learned the government does indeed eliminate
many economic worries but in the final analysis the
individual must resolve his own emotional problems in
Russia—as everywhere else,

The mental hospital I visited is so dilapidated it
would have been condemned in America as unsafe 20
years ago. But the patients get excellent care—far
better than what is offered in most American state
institutions, I saw no more than a dozen beds in a
ward, and three attendants are on duty night and day.
It made me ashamed of. our state hospitals which, for
the most part, are disgracefully overcrowded and piti-
fully understaffed,

What are the Russian people troubled about? As
I suspected:

Ivan is worried about Irena’s supervisor at the
furniture factory. He has heard rumors—and she has
been coming home quite late, Trina is concerned about
Alexander’s excessive drinking, He missed two days
work last week, The Doctorovitehes are worried about
their son Thomas, He is depressed about failing his
exams and has lost 15 pounds in two months,

Ludmilla and Serge are in love and want to marry
but they must wait at least two years for an apartment,
Elina has a lecherous boss. Igor hates his mother-in-
law, The problems of people are the same the world
over. In Moscow they have Russian dressing.

One thing they seem NOT worried about is war,
It was never mentioned. I found the people warm and
afectionate, with a delicious sense of humor—more like
our own than the people of any country I have visited,
The Russians love Americans; and in a sense this is
difficult to understand, They know only what they
read in their newspapers, and what they read does not
advance friendship.

(Continued on Page 2)
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“Do you think youngsters
have as much fun with our
T onservative “Prick or  Treat’
‘®allowe’en as they did in the

good old days?” Five people in

the Torrance area answered

this question for' today's
column,

. » .

Woodrow Nauman, 2601 Ar-

mour Ln,, Re- i

|

|

i

dondo, auto
mechanic:

“Yes, I think
kids have as
much funnow.
1 lived on a
farm in Mis. |
souri when I %3 ’
was young and |
we used to AT 1‘ |
have big parties with pumpkin
pies and lots of good things to
eat. We didn't go from door-
to-door then, The worst pranks
we did was putting wagons and
buggies out in the roads.”

» * L

Horlock, 2334
W. 241st St.,
Lomita, house-
wife:

“All T wish
that = they

ildred

candy, but they
( v expect too
much. They are getting bolder
each year and really get sassy

VEILS WEST HIGH PLANS

Seek Opening
In Fall 1962

Plans to open West High School in the fall of 1962 in
a modern classroom plant was revealed hefore the board
of education here Tuesday evening,

Preliminary plans for the school, which will become
the eity’s fourth high school, shows a design which fea-
tures a eircular library build-

ing as the campus center with
clusters of classrooms around
it.

Prepared after studies of
the good and .bad features of
the city’s other high schools
and those of neighboring com-
munities, the preliminary lay-
out was the work of Architect
Roy Donle):.

THREE DECENTRALIZED
eating centers served by a
central kitchen is one of the
features of Donley’s plan. An-
other is large rooms which
could be used for lectures or
television if such use be-
comes practical,

Construction of the fourth
high school is scheduled on a
35.acre site bhounded by Del
Amo, Henrietta, Victor, and
Spencer Sts.
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TWO OF THE city's other
high schools are in for some
additions, the board indicated
at its meeting,

The trustees employed the
Los Angeles achitectural firm
of Kegley, Westphall, Arbo-
gast, and Stewart to study
possible changes in adminis-
tration facilities at Torrance
High; and Roy Donley, who
designed South High, to de-
sign additions there and at
the district administration fa-

present scattered administra-
tion facilities at Torrance
High is the principal goal in
the board's action there, it was
indicated. The need for more
classroom space .also is ap-
parent.

The board had been consid-
ering the idea of building a
separate administration build-
ing at Torrance High and us-
ing the presently occupied of-
fices as classrooms, but decid-
ed to throw the whole pro-
gram to a design firm for
recommendations.
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SOUTH HIGH additions
would include classrooms and
additions to the shop and mu-
sic buildings.

Additional office space
would be added to the district
headquarters, it was indicat-
ed, The hoard was told that
the number of schools in the
city had nearly doubled since
the administration building

had been expanded.

A

COMMENDATION . . . Stanley Heiman, first vice com-
mander of the Bert S. Crossland American Leglon Post
170, received a special rehabilitation certificate of merit
at the regular meeting of the post Tuesday night. Heiman,
past Legion service officer and past governor of the Tor-
rance Moose Lodge, is on the sales steff of the Alfer
Realty Co, (Herald: Photo)

Mother Arraigned on Check Charges

A 27-year-old Lomita house-
wife and mother of two has
been arraigned on charges of
passing several _hundred dol-|
lars worth of bogus checks to

M
. I think the

when: you don't give them

enough.”
4 L] L

Thomas Scott] 525 - 24th St
2 BT

children have
more fun now,
In these days
they attend
lanned activi-
les for them,
parties, and i
earnivals, ; el
It keeps them out of mischief
and from running loose on the
streets. Some of the things we
did werq unprintable.”
. L] »

Oddone, 6 Surrey
g Lane, ' Rolling
& Hills, house-
wife:
“I know the
the youngsters
really have a
good tim e
They have fun
fixing up cos-
% tumes and get
“*a terrific bang
he evening They don't
mischief, The free
wally appeals to them,
uld think they never
wed candy at home,”

Mrs, Aliec

in the Herald today.

Elimination of capitalistic
worries by letting the govern-
ment solve all problems results
in the Soviet Union having a
smaller percentage of mental
illness, Ann Landers was told
recently while visiting a men-
tal hospital in Leningrad,

Miss Landers, who has writ-
ten a series of 12 articles on
her trip behind the Iron Cur-
tain which will appear exclu-
sively in the Herald in this
area, explodes the “no worry”
theory in the first article, pub-
lished here today.
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Yoo IN THE FINAL analysis
the individual must resolve his
own emotional problems. in
Russia—as everywhere else,”

itinued on Page 2)

the nation's most widely read

famous Moscow church that has been turned into a museum by the C
wearing an astakhan hat, she reports, The first of 12 articles from Russia hegin exclusively

human relations columnist
writes in her Herald articles,
Ann also was told on all
sides that material things are
not important in Russia, yet
she says “a day didn't pass”
that she didn't get offers to
sell the dress she was wearing,

Luxury Hotel May
Crash, Ann Says

Moscow's finest

Ukraine, towering 206 slurwsl

STARTS RUSSIAN TOUR . ., Ann Landers, nationally read human relations expert whose
column appears regularly in the Herald, stands in front of St. Basil’'s Cathedral, the

cilities on Plaza Del Amo.
AT Gardena card parlors.

IDEAS FOR consolidating

support a losing streak in the

Arrested here by Detéctives

Mickey Fischer and Gene Er-
betta, after she was identified
through handwriting and her
bank, was Eleanor Cora Wantz,
of 2035 W, 259th Place,

She was arraigned before
Judge Otto B. Willett here
Tuesday and released on $525

ists. She is

Eyewitness Report on
Russia Starting Today

along with shoes, purse, hose,
gloves , . . anything. '
e e

MISS LANDERS' articles
provide a look at the little-
known Russian on the street
and. in his home, The series,
being run by leading metro-
politan newspapers in other
parts of the United States, is
being offered to Herald read.
ers on an exclusive basis each
Thursday and Sunday,

Start today with the intimate

hotel, the | hackground story of the peo-

ple behind the Iron Curtain,

high and boasting the latest in|To be sure you get all install-

Russian luxuries, may collapse

next week, Ann Landers re:|partment now at

ments, call the circulation de-
FA 84000

ports in the second of 12 arti-|and ask to have the Herald
cles from behind the Iron Cur- | carrier boy deliver the paper

tain to be published in *the|Sunday

Herald Sunday,

and Thursday, IUs

only 45 cents a month,
Y
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THE END . . . The last vestige of a clvic auditorium here crumbled Monday afternoon
when wrecking' erews pulled in the facade of the city's 28-year-old latdmark at Cravens
and El Prado, Erection of a new building for Security-First Nationul Bank is planned for

the prominent downtown eorner,

(Herald Photo)

bail pending preliminary hear-
ing next Monday.

She is charged with eight
counts of forgery and issuing
fictitious checks, She first told
detectives she needed the
money for her children, but
later said she had lost it in
Gardena, the officers said.

New D_(;ak
Plane to
Be Feted

Doak Aircraft, whose radi-
cally designed D-16 plane was
accepted by the Army last
week, will be honored at the
October breakfast meeting of
the Chamber of Commerce
nex{ Tuesday morning al tw
Masonic Lodge, 2326 Cabrillo
Ave.

Announcing the plans to
salute the long-time Torrance
industrial . firm  were John
Pweedy and William Belding,
co-chairmen of the Oclober
meeling

Doak's new plane, construct.
ed and given its first tests at
Torvance Municipal Alrport, is

powered by ducted fanswhich
|rotale on a wing axis, permit-
ting it to rise or descend vers
tically



